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It’s In The Valleys I Grow

Sometimes life seems hard to bear, full of sorrow, 
trouble and woe.  It’s then I have to remember that
 it’s in the valleys I grow.

If I always stayed on the mountain top and never experienced pain, I would never appreciate God’s love and would be living in vain.
I have so much to learn and my growth is very slow, sometimes I need the mountain tops but
 it’s in the valleys I grow.

I do not always understand why things happen as they do, but I am very sure of one thing:
 my Lord will see me through.
My little valleys are nothing when I picture Christ 
on the cross.  He went through the valley of death; 
His victory was Satan’s loss.
Forgive me Lord, for complaining when I’m feeling 
so very low.  Just give me a gentle reminder that
 it’s in the valleys I grow.

Continue to strengthen me, Lord, and use my life 
each day to share your love with others and
 help them find their way.
Thank you for the valleys, Lord, for this one thing 
I know—the mountain tops are glorious, but 
it’s in the valleys I grow!
Dr. Mike Wells, Pastor, Wednesday Evening, January 11, 2012

I PETER 1:6, 7 “6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations: 7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.”

Deuteronomy 6:5
And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Job 1:1
There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and eschewed evil.








 

Matthew 5:44, 45
But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust.

Acts 13:22
And when he had removed him, he raised up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will.

I Peter 4:12
Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

Ecclesiastes 3:4
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance;

Psalms 77:2
In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: my sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be comforted.

Acts 27:20
And when neither sun nor stars in many days appeared, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope that we should be saved was then taken away.

I Peter 4:10
As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

Isaiah 24:15
Wherefore glorify ye the Lord in the fires, even the name of the Lord God of Israel in the isles of the sea.










Psalms 118:29
O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.

Romans 8:31
What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us?

Matthew 5:16
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

II Corinthians 8:2
How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.


Why Valleys?
INTRODUCTION:
1. Job was a godly man (Job 1:1)
2. Job lost all of his _____________________ (Job 1:13-17)
3. Job lost all of his children (Job 1:18-19)
4. Job lost his _______________________ (Job 2:7-8)
5. Job’s wife said, “Curse God, and die.”
6. Job’s friends came to “________________________,” or so he supposed (Job 2:11-13)
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Job cursed his day (Job 3:1-26)
8. Job did not know that the valley was just getting ready to get deeper
9. Job spent the next 28 chapters trying to defend his ________________________ to his friends.

As we get into the valleys of life, we need to understand that bad things happen to good people:
1. Job was a ___________________________ with more problems than the wicked around him.  (Job 1:1)
2. David was a man after ____________ _________ __________ and had problems—David means “beloved.” (Psalms 6:1-4)
3. Paul ____________________ the Lord and _________________ Him as diligently as any man.  (Phil. 1:20-21, II Cor. 11:23-28)

4. The saved Jews who _________________ the Lord suffered.  
5. God’s people through the ages, though godly, have ________________________.  
(Heb. 11:36-40)

I. The _______________ Aspects of the Valleys of Life
A. Valleys are valleys, no matter what _________________ they are. (Job 1:20, 2:8; Rom. 12:15)
B. Some valleys are ______________ than others. (Job 1:13, 16-17; 2:12)
C. Some valleys are ______________ than others. (Job 2:13)
D. Some valleys are more beautiful than others while others are barren wastelands. (Job 3:1-3)

II. The _______________ Aspects of the Valleys of Life:  It is in the valleys that we _______________.
A. We grow in __________________ (II Cor. 4:15, 12:9)

B. We grow in ________________ (Eccl. 12:7)
C. We grow in _______________ (Rom. 4:1; Is. 43:2; Ps. 46:2-3)
D. We grow in our _______________
1. We grow in __________ works 
2. We grow in our ___________ 
3. We grow in ____________ of our Saviour (I Pt. 1:7)

 
Parkside Baptist Church        Mesquite, TX 75149
972.613.7833    pbcmesquite.org    Dr. Mike Wells, Pastor
Troubles are not necessarily a sign of divine displeasure, but rather something allowed by God for our good and His glory.
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